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As 1 write, 6 pm on 
March l “ 2018, St.
David’s Day. (and yes, 
daffodils are blooming), 
it is still snowing. It’s 
been doing that all day, 
it’s called the beast from 
the east, which is an 
abuse of the poor sheep 
who are stranded. This is 
the first winter we’ve had 
for 5 years, some say. Today’s BBC News added that this is the coldest March first on record.
Like the preceding years, it's been warm and dry here until Candlemas, the day o f the first greenings. That

started the coldest 
February for 5 years, 
and dry with it... until 
the rain began and made 
up for that.
Today, March 3, is still, 
still as a slow thaw. 
Nothing moves, but 
underneath the snow, 
water silently trickles, 
hollowing the white 
carpet. May the trees 
safely warm up. before 
freezing rain latches 
onto them!

In 2017. daffodils came at daffodil time, and the consensus of opinion at the Western Counties Hardy Plant 
Society branch meeting was that 2017 was a bumper year for daffodils, and all bulbs. The stress o f coming 
too soon, growing too fast, and blooming before proper daylength has arrived, is clearly shown by contrast 
with a spring that really came at springtime, in '17. That was followed on May 1st by May blossom coming 
out in our hedge, bang on 
time and including sunshine.
The whitethorn winter had 
come in March-April with 
blossom so heavy that they 
competed with the great 
blocks of bloom that were 
2017’s blooming pear trees.
Lilacs joined the blackthorn 
trees in excelling themselves 
with different varieties not 
seen for some time.
Last year’s glimpse of 
Spring as we had come to

know it had better be 
remembered. As Chris Packham 
put it recently, “ ...I f  we all, each 
of us, can manage to start living 
our lives with Nature, instead of 
fighting it, there MAY be a 
chance of survival.”

PJ
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Malvern Spring Festival 2017

As usual we started planning the Group stand for Malvern during the 2016 show. Our plans were well 
advanced, we were really pleased to note that we would be back in Wye Hall, and our slot booked when in 
February we received notification from Three Counties that all the Plant Society Stands were to be the same 
style and layout, and that we would have a much smaller space than on previous occasions. Initially we were 
told that the staging would be tiered, but eventually we were allowed a level area, 12” off the ground. We 
continued with our theme of Irises through the Ages, with Jeremy Handy creating some wonderful 'picture 
frames’ to house exhibits.

We arrived on the Monday to start our set up to find 
that they had not really finished building the staging, 
but this turned out to be an advantage, as we were 
able to tweak things a little. The base of the staging 
though was very thin, without enough support 
underneath, so we took our lives in our hands every 
time we trod on it. Three days o f building created a 
pretty spectacular display though, and this could be 
seen from a distance from almost every direction.
The RHS Judging was done on Wednesday 
afternoon, and we were awarded a Silver Gilt Medal.
The feedback showed that one o f the judges felt that 
the fabric we had used in the rainbow was too dominant and deflected from the irises. (Otherwise, we were 
assured, we would have been awarded a Gold medal!)

So the public days were very busy, with lots o f interest in the plants 
and the Group, with a number of new members being recruited. We 
sold lots of seeds, and gave a lot o f advice as always. I suspect we 
were busier that usual as we were in a good spot for people passing 
to the food hall!

For 2018, we arc in a marquee again, and have a central spot, where 
we will be very visible, as the marquee has three entrances. Our 
theme this year -  is 'Iris, the flower that inspires the arts'. It will be a 
very different display to previous ones, and we hope will have that 
wow factor. We need lots o f volunteers to help on the stand and 
there is a separate rota form in this newsletter for you to sign up. It is 
a really good way to get to know other members o f the group, and to 
learn more about all different types of irises. If it’s your first time, 
we promise not to leave you alone! We also, as always, need lots o f 
good quality flowers in bloom -  any irises or iridaceae species.

We have had a notification from the Royal Three 
Counties Show at Malvern, 15,h-17lh June, trying to 
encourage more participants in the ‘Village Show’. 
Further information and a copy of the show schedule 
are available from our secretary, Jill Whitehead: 
iillfaiauldenfarm.co.uk or from Richard Heath, Shows 
Executive at Three Counties 01684 584906
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Results from the Malvern Slum Benches 2017
There were more entries than usual this year which is a good thing making for more competition. I am only 
recording members’ placings.
Class 1H 1st Fred Raines with IB "Starwoman” and 2 seedlings
Class 2H I st Judy Pollitt with “Sarah Taylor" “Bedford Lilac” and “Volts"
Class 31-1 I st Fred Raines with a Siberian seedling in a mulberry colour. This also gained best in section 

3rd Judy Pollitt with “Big Money" a yellow PCI
Class 411 1st Judy Pollitt with Iris Florentina. A many branched species which frequently wins here.
Class 5H 2nd Fred Raines with an MTB “Lucy’s Gift" a pinky mauve colour.
There were successes with irises in other classes, they featured in class 10C mixed cut flowers a container of
spring flowers where Judy Pollitt gained a 3rd place. /. Sarah Taylor_______________________________
Class 22(i where Judy gained a 2nd place with a potted 
species iris. Judy Pollitt
/. reticulata Katherine Hodgkin

/. reticulata George 
Members will be interested to leant that 
Fern Harden had several entries in the 
British Iris Society’s Early Spring Show- 
held at Pembroke Lodge, Richmond Park on 
Sunday 12 February 2017.
She exhibited pots o f Reticulata Iris 
‘George’ and' Katherine Hodgkin’, and four 
entries in the Artistic Sections. She achieved 
4 firsts 2 seconds and a Certificate of Merit 
for her display of framed watercolours of 
Reticulata Iris.
This gave her the highest number of points 
awarded to any exhibitor in the show and 
she was awarded the Gwendolyn Anley Challenge Bowl.
An outstanding result for a first time entry in a British Iris Society Show.

The British Iris Society holds 3 shows annually. The Early Spring Show on 11111 February 2018, the Late 
Spring Show on 29lh April 2018 and the Summer Show on 2nd June 2018, the day before our own Show. 
Further information can be found on the BIS website: www.brilishirissocietv.oru.uk . The Society is a very 
friendly group and interested parties may like to learn more from the Membership Secretary Rex Harden. 
Rex can be contacted on 0 1452 712042 or rexharden.bis.membershipfegmail.com
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Sonic good news!

Two of our members have 
recently been recipients of 
British Iris Society Awards. 
Jennifer Hewitt received a 
Dykes medal for her 
Siberian iris ‘Cloud Over 
Clce’. As many of you will 
know, the Dykes Medal is 
the highest award an iris can 
receive and is not awarded 
every year. This is 
Jennifer’s third Dykes 
medal, which has made BIS 
history, as she is the first 
British Hybridiser to be 
awarded three Dykes 
medals for Siberian irises.

/. Canary Girts / Cloud over Clce

Jennifer was also awarded the Hybridiser Award, this 
is a relatively new award instigated in 2011. Some 
previous recipients are Tomas Tamberg (Germany), 
Olga Wells (Kent), Cy Bartlett, a WMIG member and 
Alan McMurlrie (Canada) so she is in good company!

Fred Raines was the other Award winner, winning the 
Souvenir de M. Lemon Trophy. Those of you who 
attended the Tea and Talk will have seen Fred’s 
delighted smile when he received the trophy for his IB 
iris ‘Canary Girls’. This trophy has been awarded 
since 1962 and is named in honour of a M. Lemon 
who was an early hybridiser of bearded iris. The 
previous year’s winner was Richard Cayeux from the 
famous Cayeux nursery in France.

We congratulate them both for their successes and 
cheers to many more to come!

Jill Whitehead

Photos: Gill Eyre, Anne Milner, Fred Raines. Brenda Nickel. Jill 
Whitehead. BIS Image Library.
From cover: Tynings 
Inside Front Cover: Tynings 
Back Cover: Batsford 
Inside Back Cover: Batsford
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WHY?

....Do we grow irises -  indeed, like them so much that we devote a sizeable share of our gardens to them, or 
cosset special species under glass? Is it the shape of the flowers, there being no more architectural and 
distinctive forms? Or is it the range o f colours? Or the variety of species and colours developed from them? 
Could it be the challenges involved? Do you know what it was about them that first caught your attention? 
It’s not a question I can answer for myself as I really have never known why I suggested our first garden 
should have an iris bed. Nothing in previous gardens (mostly my mother's) gives any clue.

But perhaps you can trace your fascination to growing up with some part of the genus, or an event such as a 
garden visit or display at a show, or maybe a book. If you have a story to tell, even briefly, write it down and 
send it to Pat for this Newsletter. All contributions, no matter how small....

.... And Why Not?

After planting that first bed. for which we got some irises from Marjorie and Leonard Brummitt, but didn’t 
visit at flowering time. I read a mention of Kelway’s nursery and sent for their catalogue, in which the BIS 
was recommended. That was over 50 years ago and I think the subscription was my Christmas present and 
was fifteen shillings (75 pence). If it had risen proportionately to other present costs it would now be a great 
deal more than that, so it’s still very good value. What is even now fresh in my memory is reading in the 
Year Book the report of the Summer Show, in particular the section on New Seedlings. That was an eye- 
opener. I knew that plant breeding went on but it had never occurred to me that it wasn’t just for 
professional horticulturalisls. Anyone could do it. I could do it -  well, give it a try. Perhaps fame and fortune 
beckoned?

Well, there were plenty of lessons to be learned and no fortune has come my way even if I can immodestly 
claim a very little fame in a small world, but what’s never failed is the excitement of seeing a new seedling 
open for the first time and knowing it is, perhaps, unique. Of course it may not be and it will more than 
likely not have lived up to my hopes. But some have, and it’s the knowledge that these rewards can come 
that keeps hybridizers going, some very successfully indeed. Gardeners are creative by nature; we make 
pictures with plants and not a few are also painters or practice crafts. The next step, logical in my view, is 
creating your own plants.

I’d love to see a lot more entries in the seedling classes at our Show, and if you don't want to compete you 
can bring your spikes for others to see and ask them for comments, which will almost certainly concentrate 
on their good points but gently show where -  if - further improvement is needed. Getting BIS Seedling 
Commendations, which give you entry to the Trials, is not a competition, nor indeed are our Awards of 
Garden Commendation (AGC’s). Any iris that judges rate good enough will get an SC or AGC. So think 
HOW: there are books, or ask for help, which will be gladly given: WHEN: obviously there have to be 
flowers, preferably not quite open so no interfering bee can spoil your plans, and a dry day; and WHAT: use 
the best irises you have (and you can ask, very politely of course), whether you may take anthers from 
someone else’s spikes at the show or even take spikes home if the owner doesn’t want them. Many a 
successful iris has come from friendly cooperation!

What else can I say to encourage you to have a 
go. except to say don’t give up if your first efforts 
disappoint you. By then you’ll have learnt more 
and probably updated your collection, and 
progress will come. You’ll have started on a 
journey of unending fascination. And the very 
best o f luck to you.

Jennifer Hewitt I . Stephen Wilcox
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The British Iris Society Dykes Medal.

This medal was instigated in honour of William Rickatson Dykes 1877-1925. He was one of the founder 
members of the British Iris Society, and Secretary for the Royal Horticultural Society. Dykes was an 
advocate o f the genus as a whole and published ‘The Genus Iris' in 1913, he was a prolific writer and 
grower o f all types of iris. His writings, which w'erc scientific in nature, were based on a sound practical 
knowledge of gardening and hybridising which makes them so readable and still a valuable resource to us 
all. Dykes edited the first Bulletin, later to become the British Iris Society Year Book, which continues to 
this day. Prior to his appointment to the RHS he was a schoolmaster at Charterhouse School. When he and 
his wife Katherine were looking for a new house, he was only interested in the garden and its soil, it was left 
to Katherine to look at the house. Katherine was an accomplished artist and painted a number o f his iris and 
illustrated his book on tulips. Dykes died tragically in a road accident 
and to mark his enthusiasm and contribution to the Society and to the 
iris world as a whole, the Dykes medal was inaugurated. It is the 
highest award an iris can obtain and is decided after a series of trials.
The British Dykes medal u'as first aw'arded in 1927 to Amos Perry 
for his iris ‘Margot Holmes', since then it has been awarded fifty-five 
times. The British Iris Society also awards the medal in America,
Australia and New Zealand. The medal winners are the best in their 
class - so this is the best o f the best in each country.

Jill Whitehead

T h e  Dyke* M em oria l M edal.

BIS Trials Gardens
The BIS Trials Committee would like more gardens around the 
country to grow the irises submitted for the British Iris Society Trials 
for the Award of Garden Commendation (AGC) and the Dykes 
Medal. In the past all the irises have been grown in gardens owned or 
managed by BIS judges. However, as we are short o f judges we are 
looking to have the irises grown by committed members as long as 
there is a local judge who is prepared to judge the irises. The irises 
should be grown in the same place for 3 years and then judged in 
their 3rd year. The irises remain the property of the breeder and at the 
end of the trial may be returned to the breeder (if they are in the UK) 
at the breeders cost, donated to the BIS or destroyed, whichever the breeder decides. More information 
regarding trials gardens can be obtained from the Trials Secretary. Clare Kneen, on 01799 526294 or 
clare@irisesonline.co.uk . I am happy to chat to anyone who may be interested in hosting a trial.

9
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Colesbournc Garden Visit
Following our AGM held at Baunton, fourteen members made their way to the Colesboume Estate. On 
arrival we were greeted by Sir Henry Elwes and his head gardener in the Old School Room. Here we were 
given a brief history of the Elwes family, who made their money in London. They bought the Colesboume 
estate in 1789 and Sir Henry is the seventh generation of the family to live there. Henry told us about his 
great grandfather Henry John Elwes (1846-1922). He was a well known Victorian plant tinder who made 
many expeditions collecting trees and plants from all over the world. He established an arboretum of over 
250 trees, some quite rare. There is a hybrid Poplar at 138 feet tall, one of the biggest in the country, and the 
largest Lebanon Oak and Turkish Hazel in the country. In 1874 he discovered Galantlws elwesii whilst 
travelling in Western Turkey, and became one of the prominent galanthophiles of his day.

We were also shown some potted snowdrops, and told about identifying them from markings and leaf 
structure. After this we were split into two groups. Sir Henry leading one group and the head gardener the 
other. At the half way mark we changed over. This gave us all a chance to hear from both men their 
extensive knowledge of the snowdrops and the trees. Sir Henry said that after his great grandfather died 
nothing much was done to the gardens. Then early in the I970's Sir Henry and his wife. Lady Carolyn, 
started to clear the rubbish, open up the vistas and collect snowdrops, 
collection of over 250 varieties, deemed to be one o f the finest in the 
hear about all the differences in snowdrops, their markings and 
types. We really got to understand that they arc not just white bell 
shaped flowers that bloom in late winter and early spring. It was a 
warm, sunny afternoon, and the honey perfume from the snowdrops 
was very heady in the air.

Henry and Carolyn have worked hard to create the most amazing 
garden, interwoven with Winter Aconites. Primroses and drifts of 
Cyclamen. There were some notable Galantlws, “Lord Lieutenant” 
whose flowers are held almost horizontally, instead of drooping, and 
Galantlws “George Elwes” to comemorate a son they lost. One was 
named “Carolyn Elwes” which has some yellow in it, and another 
named “Colossus”, a huge flower as its name implies. Many others 
included Galantlws "Ruth Birchall”, “Primrose Warburg” and 
"Richard Nutt”. Henry told us that some varieties will flower as 
early as September and others as late as April. We had been very 
lucky, as the weather had been cold in November and December, so 
we saw snowdrops out together, which normally would have been 
over.
We were advised by both our garden escorts to transplant

snowdrops not in the 'green’ which is widely done, but when they 
are dormant in the summer. This enables rapid establishment with no 
loss of flowering in the following season, and it is much easier to 
plant dormant bulbs. Division while in growth inevitably damages 
the roots and often sets the plant back by one flowering season.

When our garden tour had ended, we returned to the Old School 
House for tea and cake. There were plenty of potted snowdrops for 
sale outside in the yard, some a few pounds and others over £100.00. 
Many would not be available elsewhere.
It was a most delightful afternoon, a beautiful display of snowdrops 

in stunning surroundings. We came away with much improved 
knowledge about the genus “Galantlws”.

Rex Harden

They now have a very impressive
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Where Has the Day Gone?

On a warm fine September 
morning in 2017 I set about 
digging up some of the best 
Siberian iris seedlings for division. 
They were five years old now and 
needed doing to increase the stock. 
It turned out to be quite a job. with 
two border forks, a spade, a pair 
o f secateurs and some scissors.
The first clump 1 went round with 
a fork, to lift it out o f the ground -  
I could not get it out. Then I used 
the spade and went round again.
At last it came out.

/. Canary Girls

So it was ready for splitting up into four to six pieces. With two border forks back to back in the middle of 
the clump, ready for splitting apart, no way would it work, nor with a border spade. It would just keep 
bouncing off! So I went and made a cup of coffee and sat down to think it over. HA! Yes, Frederick, why 
not a jack saw? So I got a wheel barrow and lifted the heavy clump into it, then very carefully cut through

with a jack saw into six pieces. It worked well! 
After cutting it up I trimmed the leaves back 
about half way with scissors, so many at a time, 
then removed all the dead leaves. As well I 
trimmed the long roots back a bit. Now it was 
ready for potting up or planting out into the open 
ground. Four went into black ten inch pots.

Compost for pots is as follows: Mole hill soil 
25%, grit 25%, M.P. compost 50%. Mix up well 
together, and water well with a rose on the 
watering can, using rain water if possible. Leave 
it outside all the winter.

Then on to the next three clumps, action replay 
and a glass o f wine.

Fred Raines

‘Can you find the spider?’ FH



Visit to Hollyhocks and Monks Head

A glorious April afternoon found us 
in Oxfordshire visiting two gardens 
that, though small, were crammed 
full of gems. The more we looked, 
the more we saw. Lots of beautiful 
tulips at first sight, with 
erythroniums, fritillaries and 
trilliums taking almost as much 
attention. Then the specials.... most 
o f which I dare not name as I will 
only get them wrong!
We met at Sue’s house, Monks Head, 
and then went to across to visit 
Hollyhocks, sharing cars to reduce 
parking problems. This was a vety 
small garden, but so much to see, 
everything beautifully maintained 
and an inspiration of how to fit a lot in. Sadly, I am unable to grow many of the plants we saw as my soil is 
so different. But one plant that really took my attention was arisaema nepenthoides. (Luckily there was a 
label!), a tall arisaema with a snakeskin flower and mottled stem -  I’ve never seen anything like it before, 
and with it a wonderful pale trillium, white with a slight purple tinge. There were two irises out; one might 
have been an /. pumila, and the other, a beautiful velvety purple SDB, with no visible name.

We then went back to Monks Head, where more treats awaited. Once 
I  again, the more we looked the more we saw. The SDBs were nearly out 

tantalisingly in bud. but as this is early for any SDB. w'e weren't really 
! disappointed. I knew that Sue's garden would hide treasures, and 1 wasn't 

u roily. People w ith far more know ledge than I. were saying how hard it is 
to grow some ol'the plants. I will not risk names, as I said earlier. Again, 
all the shade loving woodland type plants are not for my garden, but they 
were wonderful! Then o f course, delicious cake and tea. What better way 
to spend a sunny April afternoon? Anne Milner



The Beginning
New to showing? So was I. This was my first showing experience. It all looked so good on paper whilst 
reading the schedule. But there was tension in the garden in the week prior to submitting my entries with the 
'Will it flower?'s and ‘Will it be over?’s.....
The evening before the show saw me striding the length and breadth o f my garden many times (fortunately 
not a big garden) asking the blooms to behave as tomorrow would be their big day and they mustn’t 
disappoint.
The morning of the big day came -  a harrowing time -  the sun got up earlier 
than me and wreaked havoc. My best blooms were faded shadows of their 
former selves and the remaining buds looked unhelpful.
I consulted the list o f classes I had entered and it seemed wiser to cut as 
many good spikes as I could and see if inspiration would come in the show 
hall. Out of the six classes I had chosen to enter I could only fulfil four.
Getting out o f the car I had clumsily knocked off precious buds and flowers 
from the tall bearded irises and the promising potted iris laevigata “Alba 
Purpurea" refused to open its bud. I must have looked like a member of a 
strange secret society as I cupped the tight bud and puffed hot air at it to 
encourage it to unfurl. People were sympathetic and said they had tried the 
same trick with varying success. Judging commenced and it was still only 
half open.
After the intense period of appraisal by the judges of these magnificent 
blooms and displays, the waiting was over. I was overwhelmed to find as a 
first-timer that my two Siberians in Class 2 had won an unexpected third 
prize.

/. lavaegata Alba Purpurea
The doors opened at one o'clock to those who wanted to peruse this floral spectacle and get the chance to 
buy plants which are not seen in their average garden centres, as these come direct from the growers. Having 
now been bitten by the show bug, I came away with four specimens that I hope will perform on time and 
take me to greater heights of achievement next year. (I have already, in my head, redesigned one of my 
borders to make room for the new arrivals.)
The visitors and participants then sat down for a well-needed cup 
of refreshment and delicious cake together with a chat with old 
and newly-made friends. A good time seemed to be had by all. 
And, upon arriving home I found that the reluctant laevigata 
“Alba purpurea” had come into full bloom in the back of my car - 
let’s see if it behaves itself better for next year’s show.

Brenda Nickel



As some of you will know, I hold the National Collection of irises bred by Arthur Bliss, and have been 
collecting his irises since the mid 1980s following the discovery of this distant relation who bred irises. This 
has culminated in a book: Bliss Irises, Family and Flowers, the Journey to a National Collection. That will 
tell you anything you want to know about Uncle Arthur and his irises!

About 15 years ago we moved to the Cotswolds, just outside Cirencester. Over the following few years 1 
kept hearing about irises that were named for local villages, and I finally found out that John Taylor, who 
some of you may well remember (1 know Jennifer Hewitt knew him for example) was responsible. He was a 
Bank Manager, who bred irises for many years. He eventually retired to Morcton-in-Marsh, where he 
continued to breed irises, gradually digging up the lawn and planting more. (I know that feeling!) Most of 
his introductions were SDBs, which suit me perfectly, as they don't compete with the Bliss TBs and extend 
the flowering season. I started buying the odd one or two. particularly those named for Cotswold Villages, 
like ‘Bibury’. and began to realise that even these were fast disappearing. (I was well aware that many older 
historic irises had already disappeared), so I decided to try to acquire any Taylor iris 1 could find....and I 
already have over two dozen. On dear! I am fast running out o f space, but as I mentioned earlier, there is 
always the lawn -  who needs grass anyway?

There is one little story that highlights how easy it is for plants to disappear. Last summer (2016), Sarah 
Cook and 1 shared a stand at the Hampton Court Flower Show. The theme of the stand was British Bred 
irises over the preceding 100 years. Clearly no bearded iris is in flower in July, so this was a photographic 
display, and we hunted high and low for suitable photos of British bred TB irises. John Taylor did introduce 
a few, and 1 bought a piece of ‘Lord Warden’, a golden yellow TB. hoping to be able to use a photo of it

when it flowered. When it did, it turned out to be ‘Jane Phillips'! (1 
have since replaced it from a more reliable source). 1 then found ‘Red 
Rufus' growing in the grasses border at RHS Wisley. I took lots of 
photos of a lovely healthy plant, and we used one in the display. 
Imagine my consternation some months later, when I visited Wisley, 
to find that the whole of that bed had been dug up to make way for a 
new entrance and visitor reception centre. I was assured that all the 
irises had all been moved to Battleston Hill. Following further 
investigation 1 was told that ‘Red Rufus’ was not on the database, and 
so was not growing at Wisley. I replied with a copy of the photos 
showing it clearly had been there, and was told that it probably wasn’t 
a viable plant to move.... As this was, as far as 1 am aware, the only 
known accurate planting o f ‘Red Rufus', its loss is particularly 
poignant. I have found a named piece from a Dutch nursery, and am 
waiting for it to flower. 1 don’t hold 
accurate though.
Iris ’Red Rufus’ JD Taylor 1979.

So with this experience, I applied
for National Collection Status, in the hopes that 1 might be able to rescue 
at least some of John's irises. Provisional status for the Collection was 
awarded in 2017, with the expectation that this would become full status 
in 2018 when the irises have bulked up a bit more.

The Collection so far includes: Acolyte, Adrienne Taylor, Amphora,
Bibury, Blockley, Brannigan, Church Stoke. Cotsgold, Curlew (IB),
Devilry, Double Lament, Eyebright. Forest Light, Furnaceman,

New Iris National Collection: The Dwarf Irises of John D. Taylor

Iris 'Bibury' JD Taylor 1975 
Dykes Medal 198214



Iris •Wcstwcir JD Taylor 1970

Honington. Katy Pctts, Lord Warden (TB), Peggy 
Chambers (IB). Red Rufus (TB), Sarah Taylor. Scafrct, 
Solent Sun (IB). Stapleford. Vista (IB), VV'estwell and 
Widecombe Fair.

I have highlighted the ones with a Cotswold connection. 
Not all the above have flowered yet, so I am not sure that 
they all are correct, and there are a few more on the way. so 
the collection is still developing. If anyone is growing any 
of John’s irises not on the above list, and can spare a piece.
I would love to hear from you. That also goes for anyone 
growing Arthur Bliss’s irises as well o f course. I still have 
over a hundred of them to find! You can find me via my 
website: www.blissiris.co.uk.

Anne Milner

VIV MARSH
PO STAL PLANTS
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Auldcn Farm and Bryan's Ground

make you laugh, and in the Kitchen Garden, look up 
for the Gargoyles. The huge greenhouse will strike 
envy into many a heart! There is much more to see 
and enjoy on each visit, I have only put a toe in the 
water today. I hope 1 have inspired you to visit 
again. There are plenty of seats to sit and absorb the 
atmosphere before going back to the Terrace for tea. 
Cakes are to die for. Judy Pollitt.
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We visited this iconic garden after seeing the National Collection 
of Iris Sibirica at Aulden Farm, the lovely home and garden of Jill 
and Alun Whitehead. We were not alone as Gardener’s World 
Monty Don was filming there. As we had been before 
it took us no time to find Bryan’s Ground. This was my 
third visit to this magical place and each one different.
I was suffering from some injuries and knew it would 
have to be a walk from seat to seat and only to die parts 

o f the garden nearest the lovely Arts and Crafts house. Home o f Simon Dorrell and 
David Wheeler who had bought this house and the 3 acre garden in 1993. The house 
dated from 1912.

The gardens were a series of rooms, pools and buildings in varying states o f repair 
and disrepair. Each has its own theme and many bring a smile or a sense of 
tranquillity. My enduring vision of the garden is the entrance canal to the front o f the

house. It is a canal or pool with 
scalloped sides planted with 
stunning pale blue sibirician iris 
’Papillion’ on either side amidst an orchard of 
apple trees. ‘Papillion’ is an old variety quite 
tall and they really do look like their name as 
the petals move in the breeze. ‘Papillion’ is 
French for butterfly. There is a lot to see here, 
favourites include the Dutch Garden with a 
canal or long pool and a dog statue and a seat, 
the sunken garden, the Little Courtyard, the 
Crocus Lawn, the Guest Bedroom which will



TheTynings July 2017
Twenty of us gathered outside the rather lovely Norman church in the 
village of Stoulton on a perfect summer day for our visit to the Tynings. We 
were welcomed at the garden gate by Leslie and an enthusiastic wag from 
‘Teazel’ a springer spaniel who seemed delighted to have visitors to show 
round. John gave a brief, but very informative introductory talk and then 
we were free to explore. ‘Loads of colour’ was my first impression and ‘so 
well kept’ my second. The amount o f colour was amazing as this was mid- 
July when gardens are often beginning to look a little tired but not so in this 
case. The hydrangeas were looking really good and there were numerous 
dahlias in amongst other herbaceous plants and of course lilies, which I 
think John must have a bit of a passion for. But I suspect he and Leslie have 
passion for quite a wide range o f plants including shrubs and trees. I was 
very pleased to see the Catalpa bignonioides ‘Aurea’ in flower, looking a

bit like foxgloves in the 
sky. Of course, by this
time o f the year the leaves Carpiims fangiana
are almost green which I think sets off the (lowers 
better. Also it was good to see a rather unusual 
Carpiims fangiana, a hornbeam with long leaves and 
very distinctive fruiting tassels, often called the monkey 
tail hornbeam. The pergola looked very inviting casting 
shade and a number of members enjoyed tea and rather 
tasty cake whilst sitting in its shade. I wandered off and 
enjoyed watching two blue-tits using the Ali-Baba water 
feature as an opportunity to have a quiet drink -  rather 
amused me, after all we were all having tea as well! 
Thank you to John and Leslie for allowing us to share 
their tranquil oasis.

Jill Whitehead



Seeds for Malvern
Many thanks to all our members who provided iris seeds for packing at Malvern. We tend to do well for 
seeds of Siberians & spuria hybrids, but quantities o f all the others are in short supply. We are always 
desperately short of seeds of the bearded hybrids, so if any of your TBs (or in fact, any beardeds) produce a 
seedpod, please let it ripen & then send it on to ntc. TBs tend to be very shy about setting pods, so you can 
give them some help by deliberately pollinating them, using a finger to dab pollen onto the stigmatic 
surfaces o f your flowers. I tend to find that some of the older hybrids arc more willing to set seed than the 
most modern varieties. Also, dwarf bearded varieties seem to set seed fairly readily.

It was looking like we were going to be so short o f bearded iris seeds that I purchased seeds of 8 different 
bearded iris species from a seed collector based in the Czech Republic ~ it's the first time that we have had 
some of these seeds available at Malvern, so I hope they prove of interest to the Iris-seed-buying public.
But please, do make an effort to save your iris seeds -  we can use any you have (except for yellow flag (Iris 
pseudacorus)), & send them on to me. Malcolm Allison

Aulden Farm
Ever since I first visited Aulden Farm, at least fifteen years ago, it has been a 
place of peace to me. After several chances to watch it grow and develop, it 
has become the same, yet richer and fatter place of Nature’s bounty. Even 
with the
rush and 
bustle of 
filming for 
Gardener’s 
World on 
the same 
day as our 
visit, the

peace remains. Its layout is a maze of 
little “rooms”, all the richer for new

additions and re-workings. New for me are the delightful 
sculpted presences living in these spaces. Best o f all are 
the thriving growths of 
Siberian irises making 
themselves at home, 
freely increasing.

Aulden Farm is an 
excellent pairing with 
Bryan’s Ground, since 
both do similar things in 
very different ways. But 
let the pictures speak for 
themselves! PJ



A Visit to Batsford

A damp late September afternoon saw 15 WMIG members gathered at Batsford. not for a visit to the 
Arboretum, now coming into one of its most glorious times of year as the autumn leaves on the trees colour 
up, but for a far rarer treat, a tour of the private garden of Lord & Lady Dulvcrton, an area o f 6 acres 
surrounding the main house. Our guide was Mandie Potter who has worked at Batsford for the past two 
years & who has been tasked with increasing the season of interest & the overall aesthetic appeal o f the 
plantings.

Part o f the private garden features a number of 
fine trees planted by the first Lord Redesdale & 
then the 1st Lord Dulvcrton, from 1920. It was the 
2"d Lord Dulverton who in 1989 made the 
Arboretum over to a trust while the family 
retained the house & the gardens immediately 
surrounding it. In this area are many magnolias, a 
grove of Atlantic cedars & a beautiful specimen of 
the conifer, Tsuga heterophylla, under which 
sprouted an abundance of mushrooms. Below this 
planting was the lake, this feeding a rill that went 
into a smaller pond which in turn fed a stream, 
newly puddled and with new plantings of

candelabra primulas & other moisture loving plants along the 
sides. The stream flowed into the deer park, where a red deer stag, 
with full antlers, was marshalling his herd of twenty hinds.
We then went back up to the house where formal south-facing 
terraces hold mixed borders, looking particularly fine were a 
selection of named varieties o f viola in full flower. Agapanthus in 
large planters added to the formality. The border along the south 
front o f the Cotswold stone house is mainly planted in colours of 
cream & pale apricot, with intense flashes of darker colour 
provided by the deep blue Salvia ‘Amistad’ & the dark purple 
Salvia ‘Nachtvlindcr'.

From there we went to the walled garden which sits to the east of 
the main house. Unlike many walled gardens which are Victorian 
or older, this was created 
10 years ago. The walls 
are much lower at the 
western end, enabling 
fine views through

youngish trees towards the lake. The walled garden is formally 
planted with vegetables & espaliered fruit for the house & it is also 
a source of cut flowers for the house: the pale pink David Austin 
rose ‘Queen of Denmark' is a favourite, also delphiniums, clcomes 
& Iris ‘Jane Phillips'. Along the eastern wall is a large greenhouse 
where orchids, pelargoniums and streptocarpus are grown to 
provide flowering plants for the house.

We finished our tour with tea, homemade cakes & scones in the 
ballroom -  quite as splendid as it sounds.

Malcolm Allison



Member’s Lunch and Tea & Talk 2017

Wow! What a day, I think wc can count our second Tea and Talk day as a huge success, at least I only saw 
smiles, heard laughter and nobody grumbled in my hearing!
The day got off to a fine start with several committee members arriving early to set up the hall. Pent worked 
her magic and did some beautiful table arrangements; display boards were set up and the hall looked inviting 
when members arrived. This year, for the first time we had a raffle which was a tremendous success due to 
the generosity of those who donated the prizes but especially to Brenda Nickels who sold tickets with one 
hand whilst welcoming members with the other! Our soup and pud lunch was served, with thanks to all who 
contributed food but especially to Fern for the super- duper bread. She 
was ably assisted by Malcolm, it docs help to have ex-chefs on the 
committee! Puds were enjoyed but it did give some folk rather a 
dilemma, which one to choose. Some solved the problem easily by 
having a little of each! There was much chattering, sharing of recipes, 
which is always a good sign, and generally time to catch up with ’old’ 
friends and make some new ones. It was especially pleasing to see some 
new faces join us for the day, often our events are mid-week and 
perhaps a weekend event allowed others to attend. Whatever it was 
great to see thirty-three o f our members sitting down for lunch.

The time just went too quickly from 
my point of view and I only 
managed to talk to some before w'e 
had to think about clearing for our 
talk. As before we opened the talk 
to members of the public and we 
had our 2018 programme available
to encourage them to join us! We Iris Langporl Minstral 
were all beginning to settle when it was realised that the overhead 
projector was not working. Rex scratched his head and tried numerous 
solutions and to everyone’s relief he managed to get it working -  taking 
a bow for his efforts.
Before we welcomed our speaker, I had one very enjoyable task to do. 
that was to 
present the 
Souvenir de 
M. Lemon

Iris Langport Cherub
trophy to Fred Raines, a very richly deserved 
award for his Iris ‘Canary Girls’. Sue Applegate 
was our speaker for the day and as she holds the 
National Colection of Langport irises we knew 
were in for a treat and was not disappointed. Sue 
and her partner Pat had met some of us at an 
earlier event, so she was a familiar face and of 
course joined us for lunch as well. Sue’s talk was 
entitled The Langport Collection but before she 
began she gave us a little background about 
herself and Kelways. When we were sorting the 
date for this year’s meeting, it was governed by 
the date for Iris Langport Sylvia
Remembrance Sunday, the reason for not clashing was not only respect but also because Sue is needed to 
play the Last Post at her local ceremony. She is a bugle player and nobody else will undertake to do such a 
moving and important part of the day. She originally was a farmer and was appointed to the job at Kelways 
because she could drive a tractor! - a long way from growing irises. Kelways was of course started in 1861 
by James Kclway in the village of Langport in Somerset. It has over the years become a famous nursery for
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peonies and for irises. At one-point special trains were laid on for the public to see the peony fields and of 
course it was also famous for its displays at Chelsea. Like all businesses various changes happened over the 
intervening years but they still exhibit at Chelsea. Sue worked for them for a good number of years in 
various roles but has since left to start her own nursery. She has collected quite a number of the Langport 
irises, they are all intermediate irises bred between I950's and I970’s by John Lloyd, l ie named some of his 
irises after birds .like ‘Langport Wren" which is still very popular today and is a delightful deep burgundy 
colour. Others include ‘Langport Cherub’ which is a rather flamboyant looking blue/cream mix. Sue’s 
collection was given Plant Collection status in 2015 but she still continues to look for more cultivars.
We ended the day with tea and cake and then with many hands the hall was soon cleared and restored to its 
former self -  you would never have known we had been there. Thanks must go to Fem and Malcolm for 
their culinary skills, all those excellent cake bakers including Alison and Sheila. Jeremy and Sheila for 
helping throughout the day. Brenda on the raffle. Gill for helping in the kitchen and of course to the hard 
working committee for all their efforts and finally to our speaker Sue Applegate. But also to you all for 
coming and making the day an enjoyable one for us all.

Jill Whitehead



West & Midlands Iris Group 2018 Programme
if you hope to come to any of these gatherings please let Jill, our Secretary know 

either by phone 01568 720129 or emailjill@auldenfarm.co.uk 
Please note those marked * do need to be booked in advance w ith cut off dates as follow s:

Tuesday I5,h May for Fern and Rex visit. Tuesday 28lh 
August for Morton Hall,

(cheques to Jill please) Friday 18th October for Tea 
and Talk

AGM: 2pm Sunday 15lh April: The Picton Garden,
Colwall, nr Malvern WRI3 6QE 
Traditionally known as the home of the National 
Collection of Michaelmas daisies, but like all good 
gardens there is always more. Helen and Ross are working 
hard to make it even more of an 'all year’ garden with 
bulbs and woodland plants a feature at this time of year. It 
will be a good opportunity to see their new plans 

developing and Helen has kindly agreed for us to hold our AGM in their newly developed 'potting shed' - 
we are honoured to be their first 'guinea pigs'! (cost £5 to include tea & cake)

RHS Malvern Spring Festival: Thursday lOthMay - 
Sunday 13th May
Three Counties Showground. Malvern WR13 6NW 
Volunteers to help on the stand would be much 
appreciated.

*Visit to Fern and Rex Harden’s Garden 11.30am 
Sunday 20th May: 56 Pirton Lane. Churchdown,
Gloucester GL3 2SJ (cost £5 to include lunch*)
The garden was begun in 1981 when they moved to the 
house which had always been rented out by its previous 
owner. As a consequence, nobody had ever done 
anything to the garden.
It was a blank canvas.
Over the years it has evolved as all gardens do. It has many choice plants and shrubs now including a 
collection of Daphnes. Iris (of course) Rhododendrons, Camellias and Magnolias to name but a few. An 
orchid house, a cold greenhouse, tw'o ponds, water features and more recently, alpine troughs.
Followed by optional visit to the Walled Garden, Church Lane, Kemerton, Worcestershire GL20 7HX 
The garden is opposite the church and quite hidden from view. The centre is formed of two paths that form a 
large cross. Both paths ways are bordered by old iris, mostly blue and purple in colour. It makes a

spectacular view when they are in bloom. The irises were bred by Canon 
Rollo Meyer mostly in the ‘30s and ‘40s, though most have lost their names 
now.
An interesting and peaceful garden to visit. Donation to the church box 
opposite the garden.
(entrance by donation to Church funds)

WMIG Annual Show and Sale l-4pm Sunday 3rd June: Highnam 
Community Centre,
Newent Rd, Highnam, Gloucester GL2 8DG. Plants for sale and 
refreshments available.
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Visit to two gardens in Upper Tysoc, Warwick, 2pm Wednesday 25"' July: Garden Cottage & Walled Kitchen 
Garden followed by Kernel Cottage. Shipston Rd. Upper Tysoc, Warwick CV35 OTR
These two gardens arc just a short walk apart and we will meet at Kernel Cottage. The Walled Garden a one-acre 
modern take on a vegetable garden with unusual varieties grown organically and much more! Christine, at Kernel 
Cottage, is one of our members, she has a delightful traditional cottage garden with an eclectic range of plants, (cost 
£8 to include tea & cake)
* Visit to Morton llall 1 lam Tuesday 4'h September: Morton Hall Lane. Holberrow Green. Redditch B96

6SJ (cost £10 to include lunch*)
. The site is on the crest o f a steep embankment and has 
wonderful views over Evesham Vale to the Welsh mountains 
beyond. The main approach to the house is from the east with 
a broad expanse of parkland in front of the house which 
boasts a range of mature specimen trees and a spectacular 
fritillary meadow.
The eight acres of gardens and park encircling the house were 
designed by landscape architect Charles Chesshire as a 
succession of distinct ’garden rooms’. While each of these 
rooms has its individual character, defined by landscape, 
planting style and colour scheme, there is a strong sense of 

continuity. This means that visitors experience a journey with a clear beginning and end.
* Advance booking is essential for this visit, as we are having lunch there. Lunch, served in the Orangery 
is limited to 25, so it will be on a first come first served basis. Jill will be sending out details and a booking 
form nearer the time.
Followed by visit to Glenn & Gabriel Allison’s Garden 2pm:
6 Dingle End, Inkberrow. Worcestershire WR7 4EY
The gardens of Judith Chamberlin and Gabriel Allison, at no’s 4 & 6 Dingle End are separated by a house in 
between, but are easily reached both via the road or by following the stream along the bottom.
At no. 4, informally planted terraced beds, with a more formal one near the house, lead to steps going down 
to the Dingle, where some twenty-three varieties o f old apple trees were planted in 1994. Just a few of these 
include Worcester Pearmain, Michclmas Red, Cornish Gillyflower, Kidd’s Orange Red. White Joaneting, 
Pitmaston Pineapple -  and more! There arc about a dozen similarly ancient pear varieties, a medlar tree, and 
three unusual plums.
Large trees, including Sequoia sempervirens, Fagus sylvatica ‘Black Swan', poputus yunnanensis, Populits 
nigra from Castlemorton Common. Quercusfrainetto, Tilia mexicana (this being tbc biggest concentration 
of black poplars in this country), form a woodland garden o f the same age, with a 'A acre wildlife pond. 
Following the stream along to no.6, we find a nicely-tended, shady wildlife garden, with a large pond. 
Flowers to look out for are old varieties o f roses, unusual paeonies, and irises. There are also outstanding 
vegetables, in particular a greenhouse with top-notch 
tomatoes.
(cost £6 to include tea & cake)
*Lunch, Tea and Talk at Highnam Community 
Centre, Sunday 28,h October
Newent Rd, Highnam. Gloucester GL2 8DG 
12 noon for members lunch*
2pm: Claire Austin - ’Modem Bearded Iris’
Claire Austin, our speaker this year, really needs no 
introduction as many of you will have seen her books 
and displays o f irises at the RHS shows. She also holds 
the National Collection of Bearded Iris. We are very 
fortunate to have her as she no longer gives talks
regularly but has made an exception in our case, for which we are very grateful.
Tea. Non-members welcome for talk and tea: £5.00
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Dates for your Diary

Nursery & Garden Open Day 201S
On Saturday 2"d June Claire Austin will be holding her open day. Claire will be talking to us in October, so 
this is a good chance to see her irises if you have never visited before.
"Because we are so busy with mail order the nursery is not open to visitors except on special days. This is a 
rare chance to wander through the slock beds of perennials and our personal garden. Please don't expect our 
nursery to look like a garden centre - it is not! Teas, coffee and cakes will be available.”
Claire Austin Hardy Plants; White Hopton Farm, Wcm Lane. Sam. Newtown SYI6 4EN 
www.claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk

On Saturday June 9"' Insole Court is holding an open day/heritage day,
Violet Insole was a founder member of the British Iris Society and the present gardeners are looking to 
reinstate her iris beds. We have recently been in contact with them in the 
with sourcing appropriate irises. The gardens have been open to the 
public since the 1940s and recently part of the house has also opened.
We heard about the open day too late to include it in our programme

for this year, but we may 
be able to arrange 
something for a future 
date. There is no charge 
to see the gardens, but 
they ask for a donation 
towards the restoration.
Their address is: Insole 
Court, Fairwatcr Rd.
Ilandaff, Cardiff. CF5 
2LN. Further information 
can be found on their 
website:
www.insolecourt.org
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